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Dredging contract awarded to MEDCO for the New Port Project in Qatar
Doha – 18th March 2012. MEDCO (Middle East Dredging Company Q.S.C.) has been awarded
a contract to dredge the approach channel for the ‘New Port Project’ in Qatar for the account of
the New Port Project Steering Committee, under the Government of the State of Qatar. The
contract also includes the dredging of the basin as well as the land reclamation for the Naval
Base of approximately 4.5 square km and the construction of the two outer breakwaters at both
sides of the Channel. The New Port is located between Al Wakrah and Mesaeed, South of
Doha. The contract represents a value of about 4,500,000,000 QAR (941,000,000 EUR).
The 27 billion Qatari Riyal project, as a major gateway to Qatar, includes the construction of a
New Port to serve future developments and expand trade needs of Qatar for 2030 and beyond.
It will cater for the expected growth in container traffic; it shall also accommodate for general
cargo traffic, vehicle imports, livestock imports, bulk grain imports, offshore support vessels,
cruise vessels, coastguard vessels and a marine support unit. A new Base for the Qatar Emiri
Naval Forces will be built offshore of the New Port, providing berthing for Qatar's Navy and
visiting naval vessels from around the world.
The New Port will be developed in several phases to include three container terminals with a
combined annual capacity in excess of six million containers per year and a railway station
connected to the GCC Railway Network, thus connecting the New Port to neighboring
countries and opening horizons to serve the joint market of the Gulf States.
The works of MEDCO include the dredging of a 20km long access channel and a Naval Base
basin, the land reclamation with dredged materials for an area of approximately 4.5 square km
for the construction of the Naval Base, including compaction and ground improvement, the
construction of rubble mound outer breakwaters at each side of the channel, the construction
of rock revetment at the perimeter of the Naval Base, the supply and installation of navigation
aids and environment mitigation (re-location of coral, sea grass, mangrove that would be
affected by the works). The works includes the dredging of approximately 45 million m³ of
mainly hard rock materials. The project has undergone a rigorous and thorough environmental
assessment and the strict environmental conditions resulting from these studies will have to be
strictly adhered to by all actors on the Project in order to mitigate to the largest extend the
environmental impacts created by the construction of the Project.
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MEDCO will deploy its self-propelled flag ship “Al Jarraf” recently constructed and delivered in
Singapore. In addition, two self-propelled seagoing rock cutter suction dredgers will be
deployed to execute this major assignment.
The works will start in March 2012 and will be completed early 2016.
MEDCO is a partnership between the Qatari company United Development Company (UDC,
45.1%), Qatar Holding (Government of Qatar, 10%) and DEME (44.1%).
About MEDCO
‘Middle East Dredging Company Q.S.C.’ (MEDCO) was established in Qatar in June 2004. MEDCO is a
partnership between the Qatari company United Development Company (UDC), Qatar Holding
(Government of Qatar) and DEME. The company is very rapidly growing and operates a proprietary fleet
of modern dredging vessels of various types (cutter suction dredgers and trailing suction hopper
dredger). MEDCO focuses on capital dredging, port development and land reclamation in the Gulf
region. In the past years, MEDCO successfully completed the Pearl Qatar project in Qatar, the New
Doha Airport Reclamation and Rock Revetment Project in Qatar, the Al Raha Beach project for Aldar
Properties in Abu Dhabi; dredging works for the Ruwais Sulphur Terminal extension for Takreer in Abu
Dhabi; the Aldar Yas Island Tunnel trenching and channel deepening in Abu Dhabi; the new Khalifa port
dredging, the dredging of the Ras Ghanada/Al Sadr to Taweelah channels in Abu Dhabi for the
Department of The President’s Affairs, the Al Marjan Islands in RAK and is completing successfully the
reclamation of the 45 million m3 platform for the new refinery of Takreer in Ruwais, Abu Dhabi. Last
year, Dredging International and MEDCO were awarded a contract to construct two artificial energy
islands, including their service harbours aimed to provide Abu Dhabi with energy based on facilities for
oil drilling, etc. from the previously untapped offshore Satah al-Razboot (SARB) field.

About DEME
The Belgian dredging and environmental group DEME is a conglomerate of enterprises with roots
established more than one and a half centuries ago. The Group specializes in capital and maintenance
dredging, port constructions and expansions, providing services to the oil and gas industry, wreckage
clearing, deep-sea operations, the construction of offshore wind parks, plus a wide range of
environmental activities – from water treatment and sludge recycling to soil remediation and the
treatment of either lightly or heavily contaminated sedimentation. DEME operates a modern, multifunctional and varied fleet of 90 large dredgers and some 200 auxiliary vessels. The company employs a
4,000 strong workforce. The Group is active worldwide – in 2011, it completed projects in 50 countries
on all continents. Its current investment programme in high-tech equipment enables DEME to meet
future challenges with an ultra-efficient and modern fleet.
Contact:
DEME N.V.
Ann Wittemans
T +32 3 210 67 94
M + 32 470 88 04 71
This information is published as well on the website www.deme.be
info@medcodredging.com
Tel : +974 4442 6762
Fax : +974 4442 6752
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