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DEME secures submarine cable installation contract 

for Elia Modular Offshore Grid 
 
Dredging International, part of the DEME Group, has secured the contract from Belgian 

transmission system operator Elia for the submarine power cable installation for the Modular 

Offshore Grid (MOG) in the North Sea. DEME will deploy its new fleet of vessels to carry out 

the works, including hoppers ‘Minerva’ and ‘Scheldt River’ and DP3 cable installation vessel 

‘Living Stone’. 

Elia’s Modular Offshore Grid, or so-called electricity plug, includes an Offshore Switchyard Platform 

(OSY) located about 40 kilometres off the Zeebrugge coast, to which four wind farms will be 

connected. Submarine cables will link the platform with a substation in Belgium, where produced wind 

energy will be injected in the Belgian onshore grid. 

The installation scope includes the supply, installation and maintenance of the submarine power 

cables. One 220kV power cable will be installed along a 4,5 km route between the Offshore 

Switchyard Platform and the first windfarm’s platform. Also, two 220kV submarine power cables of 

approximately 39 km each will be installed from the Offshore Switchyard Platform to the onshore 

connection point located on the beach in Zeebrugge. The contract has a value of approximately 

EUR 130 million. Cable will be produced by Hellenic Cables, a Greek manufacturer, as a 

subcontractor for DEME.  

For seabed preparation, DEME will deploy its dual fuel hoppers ‘Minerva’ and ‘Scheldt River’, the 

newest additions to the fleet and the world’s first LNG powered dredgers. Cables will be installed by 

multipurpose vessel ‘Living Stone’, entering the DEME fleet in 2017 and operated by Tideway. ‘Living 

Stone’ features DP3 capability and has been equipped with dual fuel engines with LNG being its 

prime fuel. Two turntables below deck, each having a 5,000 tons cable capacity, can carry, transport 

and install more than 200 km of cable in a single trip. By executing the works with this modern fleet of 

vessels, the environmental impact of the offshore installation works will be kept to the absolute 

minimum.  

The Modular Offshore Grid is scheduled to be taken into use in the third quarter of 2019. 

 

About DEME 

The Belgian dredging, environmental and marine engineering group DEME is an international market 

leader for complex marine engineering works. 

 

Building on more than 140 years of experience and know-how, DEME has organically moved into 

several related sectors, such as the financing of marine engineering and environmental projects, 

executing complex EPC related marine engineering projects including civil engineering works, the 



development and construction of renewable energy projects, providing services for the oil, gas and 

energy sector, the decontaminating and recycling of polluted soils and silts, the harvesting of marine 

resources, etc. 

 

Thanks to an integrated company structure, DEME strongly emerges as a 'global solutions provider' 

which offers its clients overall solutions. DEME has the most modern, high-tech and versatile fleet.  

 

DEME Group has 4,600 employees worldwide and achieved a turnover of 1.97 billion euros in 2016. 

 

www.deme-group.com 
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